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TEDGlobal Fellows

Esra’a Al Shafei (Bahrain)
Founder, MideastYouth.com/Blogger

Esra’a is the founder and director of MideastYouth.com, an inde-
pendent interfaith network whose mission is to inspire and provide 

young people with the freedom and opportunity of expression.

Xavier Alpasa (Philippines)
Founder, Rags2Riches/Parish Priest/School Director 

Xavier is a Jesuit social entrepreneur who founded Rags2Riches — a social 
enterprise bridging high-end fashion with the marginalized sector from the 

garbage dumpsite capital of the country. Xavier is currently working in Culion, 
Palawan on a new eco-tourism social enterprise, Hotel Maya.

Rachel Armstrong (UK)
Teaching Fellow, The Bartlett School of Architecture/
Medical Doctor/Sci-Fi Author
Rachel is a medical doctor with qualifications in general practice, a multi-media producer, a 
science fiction author and an arts collaborator whose current research explores the possibilities 
of architectural design to create positive practices and mythologies about new technology.

Nassim Assefi
(US/Iran/Turkey/Afghanistan)
Physician/Novelist/Women’s Health Specialist
Nassim is an Iranian-American physician and author (Aria and Say I Am 
You) living in Turkey, specializing in women’s health and global medicine. 

Frederick Balagadde (Uganda/US)
 Inventor/Research Scientist, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Frederick invented the micro-chemostat: a first-of-its-kind microfabricated fluidic chip 
that mimics a biological cell culture environment.

Michelle is working to create new approaches to interdisciplinary 
scientific imaging, data exploration and image analysis with a focus on 

3D visualization. She is currently working on “multiscale hemodynamics.”

Michelle Borkin (US)
3D Visualization Researcher, Harvard University

Shereen El Feki (Canada/UK/Egypt)
Academic, American University in Cairo/Writer
Shereen — academic, journalist and writer — is currently working to better 
understand, and surmount, the social challenges facing Arabs, particularly 
young people. One of her current projects is the “Index of Islamic Innovation.”Candy is a cross-disciplinary communications designer who 

works with various mediums to make information and urban 
communication more accessible. A recent project of hers is an 
initiative to map and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Candy Chang (US/Finland)
Design Specialist/Artist

Gabriella Gómez-Mont (Mexico)
Founder, Tóxico Cultura

Gabriella is the founder of Tóxico Cultura, an independent cultural 
project based in Mexico City that not only creates cultural events 

such as workshops, lectures, exhibitions and screenings, but also 
functions as a multidisciplinary hub and think tank.

Jonathan is a software developer, writer, social entrepreneur 
and the founder of Appfrica.org, an organization that nurtures 
and invests in East African software startups. 

Jonathan Gosier (US/Uganda)  
Founder, Appfrica

Peter Haas (US/Haiti/Guatemala)
Founder, AIDG/Tinkerer

Peter is the founder of the Appropriate Infrastructure Development 
Group. AIDG helps individuals and communities get affordable and envi-

ronmentally sound access to electricity, sanitation and clean water 
through a combination of business incubation, education, and outreach.

Madhavan is a rural development leader directing CHIRAG, 
the Central Himalayan Rural Action Group. He contends that 
unlocking the potential to agriculture in dry-land areas is key 

to food-supply sustainability in the developing world.

V.K. Madhavan (India)
Executive Director, CHIRAG

Meklit Ayele Hadero (Ethiopia/US)  
Singer/Musician/Cultural Activist/
Resident Artist, Red Poppy House
Meklit is a vocalist, songwriter, cultural activist and Resident Artist at the Red 
Poppy Art House. She is currently in the process of organizing a group of 
Ethiopian Diaspora artists to return to Ethiopia for a traditional music festival.

Evgeny is a journalist, author and an expert on political and social 
aspects of the Internet. He is currently looking at how the Internet 

influences civic engagement and regime stability in closed societies.

Evgeny Morozov (Belarus/US)
Blogger/Political Scientist/Writer

Marvin Hall (Jamaica)
Founder, Halls of Learning/Teacher

Marvin is the founder of Halls of Learning, an organization committed to leading 
a learning revolution in Jamaica through after-school workshops, summer 

camps and inner-city projects ranging from animation and music to robotics.

After escaping the Burmese regime’s war against the 
Karen people, Zoya now campaigns for human rights and 
democracy for her homeland as a Campaigns Officer with 
the Burma Campaign UK.

Zoya Phan (Burma/UK)
Burmese Human Rights Activist/Author

William Kamkwamba (Malawi/South Africa)  
Student, African Leadership Academy/Inventor
At only 14, William built a windmill that created enough power 
to bring electricity to his rural home in Malawi. William is currently 
completing high school at the African Leadership Academy. 

Naomi Natale (US/Italy)
Artist/Founder, One Million Bones

Naomi is an installation artist, photographer and 
social activist currently working on One Million Bones, 

a large-scale, socially focused art installation.

Alexander Petroff
(US/Democratic Republic of the Congo)

Founder, Working Villages International 
Alexander is the founder of Working Villages International, an organization

 aimed at building model villages for a post-petroleum world, using the principles 
of village self-reliance and concentrated, comprehensive development.

Seth Raphael (US)
Hi-Tech Magician/Founder, X-Pollinate

Hi-tech magician and X-Pollinate co-founder Seth remixes 
the profound underpinnings of magic with cutting-edge 

technology in order to create wonder and inspire innovation.

Fred Swaniker (Ghana/South Africa/US)
Founder, African Leadership Academy
Fred is the founder of the African Leadership Academy, a 
world-class boarding school on the outskirts of Johannesburg 
that is training the new generation of African leaders.

Benji Zusman (US/Panama)
Co-Founder, CURIOUS/Filmmaker/Scientist

Benji is a scientist turned filmmaker and now co-founder of CURIOUS,
 a multidisciplinary production collective. “The Road to Darien,” 

Benji’s first documentary, focuses on the debate over extending
 the Pan-American Highway into an indigenous rainforest.

Nuhu Ribadu (Nigeria/UK)
Exiled Anti-Corruption Pioneer/Lawyer/
Research Fellow, Oxford University 
As head of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), Nuhu led 
the anti-corruption campaign in Nigeria. Nuhu is currently a Research Fellow at 
Oxford continuing his study of anti-corruption.

Constanza is an archaeologist and anthropologist specializing in 
exploring and excavating Inca Empire ceremonial centers on the 

summits of sacred Andean mountains.

Constanza Ceruti (Argentina)
 High-Altitude Archaeologist/Anthropologist

Jessica, a trailblazing mobile applications developer, created a system that 
allows mobile phone users to view detailed street maps of Nairobi and 
access a designated, user-generated point-of-interest (POI) database. 

Jessica Colaço (Kenya)  
Researcher, SRCC/Mobile 
Technology Evangelist/Blogger
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Esra'a Al Shafei (Bahrain)
Founder, MideastYouth.com/Blogger
Esra'a is the Founder and Director of MideastYouth.com, an inde-
pendent interfaith network whose mission is to inspire and provide 
young people with the freedom and opportunity of expression.

Xavier Alpasa, SJ (Philippines)
Founder, Rags2Riches/Parish Priest/School Director 

Xavier is a Jesuit social entrepreneur who founded Rags2Riches – a social 
enterprise bridging high end fashion with the marginalized sector from the 

garbage dumpsite capital of the country. Xavier is currently working in Culion, 
Palawan on a new eco-tourism social enterprise, Hotel Maya. 

Rachel Armstrong, MD (UK)
Teaching Fellow, The Bartlett School of Architecture/
Medical Doctor/Science Fiction Author
Rachel is a medical doctor with qualifications in general practice, a multi-
media producer, science fiction author and arts collaborator whose current 
research explores the possibilities of architectural design to create positive 
practices and mythologies about new technology.

Nassim Assefi, MD 
(US/Iran/Turkey/Afghanistan)
Physician/Novelist/Women’s Health Specialist
Nassim is an Iranian-American physician and author (Aria and Say I Am 
You) living in Turkey specializing in women’s health and global medicine. 

Michelle is working to create new approaches to interdisciplinary scien-
tific imaging, data exploration, and image analysis with a focus on 3D 
visualization. She is currently working on “Multiscale Hemodynamics.”

Frederick Balagadde, PhD (Uganda/USA)
Research Scientist, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

Frederick invented the micro-chemostat: a first-of-its-kind microfabricated fluidic 
chip that mimics a biological cell culture environment. 

Constanza is an archeologist and anthropologist specializ-
ing in exploring and excavating Inca Empire ceremonial 

centers on the summits of sacred Andean mountains.

Jessica, a trailblazing mobile applications developer, developed a system 
which allows mobile phone users to view detailed street maps of Nairobi 

and access a designated user generated point-of-interest (POI) database. 

Michelle Borkin (US)
3D Visualization Researcher, Harvard University

Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Shereen El Feki, PhD (Canada/UK/Egypt)
Academic, American University in Cairo/Writer

Shereen – academic, journalist, and writer – is currently working to better 
understand, and surmount, the social challenges facing Arabs, particularly 

young people. One of her current projects is the ‘Index of Islamic innovation’.

Candy Chang (US/Finland)
Design Specialist/Artist

Jonathan is a software developer, writer, social entrepreneur and 
the founder of Appfrica.org, an organization that nurtures and 
invests in east African software start-ups. 

Gabriella Gómez -Mont (Mexico)
Founder, Tóxico Cultura

Gabriella is the founder of Tóxico Cultura, an independent cultural 
project based in Mexico City that not only creates cultural events 

such as workshops, lectures, exhibitions and screenings, but also 
functions as a multidisciplinary hub and think-tank.

Jonathan Gosier (US/Uganda) 
Founder, Appfrica

Madhavan is a rural development leader directing CHIRAG, 
the Central Himalayan Rural Action Group. He contends that 
unlocking the potential to agriculture in dry-land areas is key 
to food supply sustainability in the developing world.

Peter Haas (US/Haiti/Guatemala)
Founder, AIDG/Tinkerer

Peter is the founder of the Appropriate Infrastructure Development 
Group. AIDG helps individuals and communities get affordable and envi-

ronmentally sound access to electricity, sanitation and clean water 
through a combination of business incubation, education, and outreach.

V.K. Madhavan (India)
Executive Director, CHIRAG

Evgeny is a journalist, author, and an expert on political and social 
aspects of the Internet. He is currently looking at how the Internet 
influences civic engagement and regime stability in closed societies. 

Meklit Ayele Hadero (Ethiopia/US)
Singer/Musician/Cultural Activist/Resident Artist, Red Poppy House

Meklit is a vocalist, songwriter, cultural activist and Resident Artist at the Red 
Poppy Art House. She is currently in the process of organizing a group of Ethio-

pian Diaspora artists to return to Ethiopia for a traditional music festival.

Evgeny Morozov (Belarus/US)
Live Blogger/ Political Scientist/ Writer

After escaping the Burmese regime’s war against the Karen people, 
Zoya now campaigns for human rights and democracy for her 
homeland as a Campaigns Officer with the Burma Campaign UK.

Marvin Hall (Jamaica)
Founder, Halls of Learning/Teacher

Marvin is the founder of Halls of Learning, an organization committed to leading 
a learning revolution in Jamaica through after-school workshops, summer 

camps and inner-city projects ranging from animation and music to robotics.

Zoya Phan (Burma/UK)
Burmese Human Rights Activist/Author

Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

William Kamkwamba (Malawi/South Africa)
Student, African Leadership Academy/ Inventor

At only 14, William built a windmill creating enough power to bring electricity to 
his rural home in Malawi. William is currently completing high school at the Afri-

can Leadership Academy. 
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Naomi Natale (US)
Founder, One Million Bones

Naomi is an installation artist, photographer, and 
social activist currently working on One Million Bones, 

a large scale socially focused art installation.
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Alexander Petroff
(US/Democratic Republic of the Congo)

Founder, Working Villages International 
Alexander is the Founder of Working Villages International, an 
organization aimed at building model villages for a post petro-

leum world, using the principles of village self-reliance, and 
concentrated, comprehensive development.
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Seth Raphael (US)
Hi-Tech Magician; Founder, X-Pollinate
Hi-tech magician and X-Pollinate co-founder Seth remixes 

the profound underpinnings of magic with cutting edge tech-
nology in order to create wonder and inspire innovation.
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Fred Swaniker (Ghana/South Africa)
Founder, African Leadership Academy
Fred is the founder of the African Leadership Academy, a 
world-class boarding school on the outskirts of Johannes-

burg, to train the new generation of African leaders.
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Benji Zusman (US)
Co-Founder, CURIOUS/Filmmaker/Scientist

Benji is a scientist turned filmmaker and now co-founder of
 CURIOUS, a multidisciplinary production collective. “The Road to 

Darien,” Benji’s first documentary, focuses on the debate over
 extending the Pan-American Highway into an indigenous rain forest.
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Candy is a cross disciplinary communications designer who works 
with various mediums to make information and urban communica-
tion more accessible. A recent project of hers is an initiative to map 
and visualize air quality data on mobile devices.

Nuhu Ribadu (Nigeria/UK)
Exiled Anti-Corruption Pioneer/Lawyer/

Author/Research Fellow, Oxford University 
As Head of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Nuhu led the anticorruption campaign in Nigeria. Nuhu is currently a 

Research Fellow at Oxford continuing his study of anti-corruption.
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Constanza Ceruti, PhD
(Argentina) High-Altitude Archeologist

Jessica Colaço (Kenya)
Researcher, SRCC/Mobile Technology Evangelist/Blogger


